127
Fernando's first exploits were the sieges of Viseo>
and Coimbra. The Spaniards have a legend that a
Greek bishop, who in his own country had derided the
Spanish stories of Santiago, and said St. James was
a fisherman of Galilee, was visited in a dream by
that great champion of Christendom with a bunch of
keys in his hand, wno sa^ : " These are the keys of
Coimbra. I am about at this very hour to deliver it
into the hands of the Faithful.'7 The bishop set out for
Spain, found that the city had surrendered at the very
hour of his dream, and became a most devout votary
of Santiago. (So saith the " Chronicle of the Cid.j;)
Fernando is said to have called himself Emperor,
and thus brought on himself the displeasure of both
Emperor and Pope. A legate was sent into Spain,
who viewed the old Gothic liturgy with great jealousy
and dislike, but could not prevail on the Spanish
Church to discard it. The devotion of Fernando and
his Queen Sancha was, however, unquestionable. The
Queen built a church at Leon, to which she meant* to-
remove the corpse of her brother from Oria. Wishing;
for some relics to hallow it, she recollected two virgins,
Justa and Rufina, who had been martyred at Seville ;
and sent Avito, Bishop of Leon, to demand their bodies
from Ben Abed, Emir or King of Seville. The emir
made no objection, except that nobody had the least
idea where to find the corpses of the martyrs. While,,
however, the inquiry was going on, Bishop Avito had a
vision of the great Bishop of Seville, St. Isidore, who-
said : " I am the Doctor of the Spains. Mine is the
body to be removed!" and further disclosing the very
spot where it was to be found.
It was removed to Leon, miracles being worked to-

